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Sociology 100:   

Survey of General Sociology 
Fall 2022; CRN: 63507 

Mondays & Wednesdays 6:30 – 8:00pm 
 

Instructor: Colleen Rost-Banik, PhD 
Email: mcrb@hawaii.edu 
Office: WCCC Classroom 
Office Hours: After class & by appointment 
Institution: Windward Community College; (808) 235-7400 

 
 

WINDWARD COMMUNITY COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT
Windward Community College offers innovative programs in the arts and sciences and 
opportunities to gain knowledge and understanding of Hawai‘i and its unique heritage. With a 
special commitment to support the access and educational needs of Native Hawaiians, we 
provide O‘ahu’s Ko‘olau region and beyond with liberal arts, career and lifelong learning in a 
supportive and challenging environment — inspiring students to excellence. 

 
CATALOG DESCRIPTION

This course is an introduction to the scientific discipline of sociology. It will focus on key 
concepts, main theoretical perspectives, and research findings used by sociologists to explain 
the social world and social interaction. The course examines the fundamental components and 
institutions that makeup the structure of human societies as well as the basic processes and 
direction of social change. Class discussions, group work, films, and lectures will be the 
primary methods of instruction. (WCC: DS) 
 

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 
       Upon successful completion of Sociology 100, students should be able to:  

• Distinguish the three main theoretical perspectives in sociology.  
• Analyze and apply specific sociological theories and perspectives to human behavior 

and social issues.  
• Explain and evaluate how society and culture affect our beliefs, values, behavior, and 

thinking patterns.  
• Express and communicate ideas and opinions clearly in writing. 
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*This syllabus contains tons of information that will help you succeed in this course, including 
information on the course learning outcomes, requirements, assignment instructions, and due 
dates.  

MODE OF INSTRUCTION 
For learning the course material, we will use lectures, assigned readings, videos, worksheets, 
discussions, collaborative work-groups, participation, and interactive engagement. Although 
the main concepts in sociology will be covered, not all of the important information from your 
text will necessarily be discussed in class. The text, class activities, and interactive resources 
are mutually complementary; meaning they overlap. Students are responsible for the 
information presented in all domains. 
 

 
REQUIRED TEXT 
Conley, Dalton. 2017. You May Ask Yourself: An Introduction to Thinking Like a Sociologist. 5th ed. New 
York, NY: W. W. Norton. 
 
 

COURSE GRADING 
 
Participation – 20% (200 points) 
I will give mini-lectures, but that will not be the main source of information. Instead, we will use the text 
and build upon our own life experiences to co-create knowledge. I believe that we learn best by being 
present and participating in class discussions and activities. Students who come to class and abide by 
the instructions below will receive full participation credit. 
 
Working Assumptions for the Course: 

1. Attendance and participation are required at all class sessions. If you are absent, it is your 
responsibility to get the notes from another student, as you are responsible for all material 
covered during class as well as in the text. Participation points are based on whether students 
are physically in class for that particular day. Participation can only happen when you are 
present and actively engaged in class lectures, discussions, and group work.  

2. We will respect one another. Our beliefs, values, and ideas may differ from one another 
because we draw from different life experiences. In this class, we will discuss, question, and 
challenge ideas, but will be careful not to attack individuals. 
 

3. We will challenge our own beliefs, values, and ideas. We need to be open to challenging our 
own prejudices, assumptions, and interpretations. We also need to expect to discuss things we 
often do not discuss in public but still feel strongly about. It is okay to feel uncomfortable when 
we do so. 
 

4. We are here for a positive educational experience. Please carefully read and come to class 
sessions with questions and assigned activities completed. In class, ask questions, share your 
thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Make this class a meaningful experience for you and your 
classmates. 
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* And the important mantra to keep in mind for our time together -- because sociology is so interesting 
and relatable to all of our lives – “Participate, don't dominate.” 

Assignments – 30% (300 points) 

Sociology & History Assignment Due: Mon, Aug 29 (50 points) 

Subculture Assignment Due: Mon, Sept 12 (50 points) 

Theoretical Perspectives Assignment Due: Mon, Sept 19  (50 points) 

Socialization Interview Due: Mon, Sept 26 (50 points) 

Sociological Memoir Worksheet Due: Mon, Nov 28 (50 points) 

Social Change Assignment Due: Mon, Dec 5 (50 points) 

Papers – 30% (300 points) 

Sociological Imagination Paper (500-750 words) Due: Wed, Oct 5 (100 points) 

Vignette & Theoretical Analysis  (750-800 words) Due: Mon, Nov 21 (100 points) 

Sociological Memoir Final Paper (1000 words) Due: Wed, Dec 7 (100 points) 
 
Exams – 20% (200 points) 

Exam 1 Wed, Oct 10 (100 points) 

Exam 2 Wed, Nov 9 (100 points) 

 
Grading Scale 

A = 100% - 90.0% (900-1000 pts)  Papers (3)  30%   300 pts 
B = 89.9% - 80.0% (800-899 pts)  Exams (2) 20%   200pts                              
C = 79.9% - 70.0% (700-799 pts)       Assignments 30%   300 pts  
D = 69.9% - 60.0% (600-699 pts)          Participation  20%   200 pts                        
F = 59.9% - 0% (599 pts and below)      TOTAL   100% 1000 pts                            

N grade indicates that the student has worked conscientiously, attended regularly, finished all work, 
fulfilled course responsibilities, and has made measurable progress. However, either the student has not 
achieved the minimal student learning objectives and is not yet prepared to succeed at the next level, or 
the student has made consistent progress in the class but is unable to complete the class due to 
extenuating circumstances, such as major health, personal or family emergencies. 

If at the end of the semester you feel you qualify for an N grade, you will need to send me an email 
no later than the last due date indicated on our course calendar that explains how you qualify for 
the N grade. If I don’t hear from you, you will be given whatever grade your total points add up to, 
as shown above. 
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY, CHEATING, AND PLAGIARISM 

Academic Dishonesty  
Academic dishonesty cannot be condoned by the University.  Such dishonesty includes cheating and 
plagiarism (examples of which are given below) which violate the Student Conduct Code and may result 
in receiving zero points for an assignment, failing an exam, failing the class, and expulsion from the 
University.  

Cheating  
Cheating includes but is not limited to giving unauthorized help during an examination, obtaining 
unauthorized information about an examination before it is administered, using inappropriate sources of 
information during an examination, altering the record of any grades, altering answers after an 
examination has been submitted, falsifying any official UH record, and misrepresenting the facts in 
order to obtain exemptions from course requirements.   

Plagiarism  
Plagiarism includes but is not limited to submitting any document to satisfy an academic requirement 
that has been copied in whole or part from another individual’s work without identifying that individual; 
neglecting to identify as a quotation a documented idea that has not been assimilated into the 
student’s language and style, or paraphrasing a passage so closely that the reader is misled as to the 
source; submitting the same written or oral material in more than one course without obtaining 
authorization from the instructors involved.   
 

 
WCC DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT  

If you have a physical, sensory, health, cognitive, or mental health disability that could limit your ability 
to fully participate in this class, you are encouraged to speak with your WCCC education coordinator. 
 
You are encouraged to speak with your instructor to discuss any concerns regarding your educational 
progress and insure you have an equal opportunity to succeed in this class. Anyone who has difficulty 
during the semester should see me right away to get help. 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
 
WEEK 1: Aug 22 & 24 – Introductions & Sociological Imagination 
 

MON, AUG 22 
Introductions & Course Overview 
 
TO DO FOR WED, AUG 24 
READ: Syllabus  
READ: Chp 1 from Introducing Sociology Using the Stuff of Everyday Life 
 
 
WEEK 2: AUG 29 & 31 – Sociological Imagination & Cultures & Subcultures 
 

TO DO FOR MON, AUG 29 
DUE: Sociology & History Assignment 
 
TO DO FOR WED, AUG 31 
READ: Chp 3, Culture & Media, p. 77-115 
 
 
WEEK 3: SEPT 5 & 7 – Cultures & Subcultures (con’t) 
 
SEPT 5 
Labor Day – No class 
 
TO DO FOR WED, SEPT 7 
READ: “Moana might be great for representation but it’s not all heartwarming for Hawaii” 
 
 
WEEK 4: SEPT 12 & 14 – Theoretical Perspectives 
 

TO DO FOR MON, SEPT 12 
READ: Chp 1, p. 17-34 
DUE: Subculture Assignment 
 
TO DO FOR WED, SEPT 14 
REVIEW: Chp 1, p. 17-34 
 
 
WEEK 5: SEPT 19 & 21 – Socialization & Construction of Reality 
 

TO DO FOR MON, SEPT 19 
READ: Chp 4, p. 117-151 
DUE: Theoretical Perspectives Assignment 
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TO DO FOR WED, SEPT 21 
BRING: Two questions from Chp 4 
 
 
WEEK 6: SEPT 26 & 28 – Social Control & Deviance 
 

TO DO FOR MON, SEPT 26 
READ: Chp 6, p. 189-235 
DUE: Socialization Interview 
 
TO DO FOR WED, SEPT 28 
READ: “The Ones Who Walk Away from Omelas” 
Writing Workshop – Bring ideas for paper 
 
 
WEEK 7: OCT 3 & 5 – Envisioned Societies 
 

TO DO FOR MON, OCT 3 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 6 
 
TO DO FOR WED, OCT 5 
DUE: Sociological Imagination Paper 
 
 
WEEK 8: OCT 8 & 10 – Exam 1 
 

TO DO FOR MON, OCT 8 
Exam Review: Come to class with 5 questions for classmates 
 
TO DO FOR WED, OCT 10 
STUDY for EXAM 1 
 
 
WEEK 9: OCT 17 & 19 – Social & Class Stratification 
 

TO DO FOR MON, OCT 17 
READ: Chp 7, p. 239-277 
 
TO DO FOR WED, OCT 19 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 7 
 
 
WEEK 10: OCT 24 & 26 – Gender, Sex & Sexuality 
 

TO DO FOR MON, OCT 24 
READ: Chp 8, p. 279-323 
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TO DO FOR WED, OCT 26 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 8 
 
 
WEEK 11: OCT 31 & NOV 2 – Race & Ethnicity 
 

TO DO FOR MON, OCT 31 
READ: Chp 9, p. 325-373 
 
TO DO FOR WED, NOV 2 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 9 
 
 
WEEK 12: NOV 7 & 9 – Exam 2 
 

TO DO FOR MON, NOV 7 
Exam Review: Come to class with 5 questions for classmates 
 
TO DO FOR WED, NOV 9 
STUDY for Exam 2 
 
 
WEEK 13: NOV 14 & 16 – Capitalism & the Economy 
 
TO DO FOR MON, NOV 14 
READ: Chp 14, p. 539-573 
 
TO DO FOR WED, NOV 16 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 14 
 
 
WEEK 14 : NOV 21 & 23 – Authority & the State 
 

TO DO FOR MON, NOV 21 
READ: Chp 15, p. 575-613 
DUE: Vignette Paper 
 
TO DO FOR WED, NOV 23 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 15 
 
 
WEEK 15: NOV 28 & 30 – Collective Action, Social Movements & Social Change 
 

TO DO FOR MON, NOV 28 
READ: Chp 18, p. 697-737 
DUE: Sociological Memoir Worksheet 
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TO DO FOR WED, NOV 30 
BRING: Two questions from chapter 18 
 
 
WEEK 16: DEC 5 & 7 
 

TO DO FOR DEC 5 
DUE: Social Change Assignment 
 
TO DO FOR WED, DEC 7 
DUE: Sociological Memoir  
 


