
 

Windward Community College 

POLS 180: HawaiʻI Politics 

Instructor: M. ʻUmi Perkins, PhD 

FALL 2018, CRN 64061 

 

Textbook: Howes, C. & Osorio, J. (Eds.). (2010). The value of Hawai‘i: 

Knowing the past, shaping the future. Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i 

Press.   

 

This course examines politics in Hawai’i from the late Hawaiian Kingdom 

and Territorial periods until the present day. Students will explore the 

ways in which Hawai’i’s government and political system function, and 

how they can participate in politics at various levels. The class will 

explore in depth issues such as the passage of laws, land claims and the 

role of political interest groups.  In addition, the history of the 

Democratic revolution of the 1940s and 1950s will be examined closely 

in order to understand the development of today’s political landscape. 

The contributions of various ethnic groups, such as local Japanese, 

native Hawaiians, and Caucasian elites and others, will also be 

discussed. 

 

The Hawai’i Politics course will feature guest speakers, participatory 

activities and research, and will allow students to engage in their own 



community in order to gain a fuller understanding of their own political 

world. In doing this work, students will gain a sense of the various levels 

of politics from the grassroots to the State and Federal levels. 

 

The work of the course will include weekly readings from the textbook 

and additional reading provided, a mid-term and a final written exam, a 

participation project, and a research paper based on that project which 

combines research and practical experiences and observations. 

Participation projects could consist of working on political campaigns or 

for grassroots or community organizations. 

 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

(Guest speakers to be announced) 

 

Day Readings (HO = Howes and 

Osorio, The Value of Hawaiʻi) 

Assignment Due 

Week 1 

8/20- 

8/24 

INTRODUCTIONS 
Write introduction of yourself 

on "Discussion and Private 

Messages" in Laulima 

Week 2 

8/27-

8/31 

HO Introduction 
Write 1 paragraph response 

to reading, 1 paragraph 

response to video lecture, and 

respond to one other student 

(or the instructor) - Every 

week unless another 

assignment is noted 

Week 3 

9/3 - 

Perkins  "Hawaiʻi, 2014 - 2018” 

 

 



9/7 

Week 4 

9/10 - 

9/14 

HO The Economy & 

Kent, Hawaiʻi: Islands Under the 

Influence 

 

Choose Research 

paper topic 

Week 5 

9/17 - 

9/21 

HO Tourism 
 

Week 6 

9/24 - 

9/28 

HO Agriculture & Water 

 

 

Week 7 

10/1 - 

10/5 

HO Media 
 

Week 8 

10/8 - 

10/12 

HO Race/Ethnicity & 

Okamura, Ethnicity and Inequality 

in Hawaiʻi 

Rough Draft of Research 

paper 

Week 9 

10/15 - 

10/19 

HO Labor 
 

Week 10 

10/22 - 

10/26 

Midterm exam 
 

Week 11 

10/30 - 

11/4 

TBD 
 



Week 12 

11/7 - 

11/11 

HO Government & HO Law and 

the Courts 

 

Week 13 

11/14 - 

11/18 

HO Public Education and 

University of Hawaiʻi 

 

Week 14 

11/21 - 

11/25 

HO Prisons & Karasuda, “A 

Genealogy of Punishment in 

HawaiʻI” Hū lili 

 

Week 15 

11/28 - 

12/2 

HO Health and Healthcare 
 

12/6 Final Paper due 
 

12/13 FINAL EXAM DUE 
 

 

Other resources as posted on Laulima. 

Additional Information 

Dropping and Adding 

Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures 

about add/drop, grade forgiveness, etc.  Refer to the current 

semester’s Catalog Policies. 

Assignments and Grading Policy 

http://info.sjsu.edu/static/catalog/policies.html


Standard grade scale (A – F) will be used in this course. Late work will 

only be accepted upon receipt of special permission – extension 

granted by the instructor. 

University Policies 

Academic integrity 

Your commitment as a student to learning is evidenced by your 

enrollment at Windward Community College. Infractions such as 

plagiarism are serious offenses and will not be tolerated. 

DISABILITIES ACCOMMODATION STATEMENT 

If you have a physical, sensory, health, cognitive, or mental health 

disability that could limit your ability to fully participate in this class, you 

are encouraged to contact the Disability Specialist Counselor to discuss 

reasonable accommodations that will help you succeed in this 

class.  Ann Lemke can be reached at 235-7448, lemke@hawaii.edu , or 

you may stop by Hale ‘Akoakoa 213 for more information. 

 

mailto:lemke@hawaii.edu

